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letters, Monseigneur, of which I must not allow you
to remain in ignorance,—all the more so that I have
been assured that a complaint would be made to his
excellency, Monsieur de gages, governor-general for
his Britannic majesty.* About a month ago, having
learned that Sieur jautard (second purchaser of the
property of the mission of ste. famille among the
Kaskias, sold to sieur Lagrange by monsieur forget,
vicar-general of your predecessor, and missionary
curate in the said parish, etc.) was bargaining to
resell it to an englishman, I went to oppose the sale
on behalf of the gentlemen of your Seminary, who
claim this property as still belonging to them, through
its having been sold, without their power of attorney
and without their knowledge, by the person who was
but the steward thereof. I also undertook to support
by the use of your name, Monseigneur, my conten-
tion for the preservation of all property belonging to
the Churches for their maintenance and that of the
missionaries whom You deign to employ. Mr.
forbés, the commandant (there is no civil govern-
ment here as yet), asked me for the letters containing
my commission; I showed him your letters, and
those of Monsieur the superior. As regards the
letters conferring the appointment of Vicar-general,
he replied that, inasmuch as Monsieur de gages had
given no instructions respecting the episcopacy and
the office of vicar-general, he could not take cogni-
zance of them; and that this seemed purely a scheme
on your part and mine. He therefore expressly
forbade me to use the letters, or to assume the title
of vicar-general in any letter, or deed, or in public,
until he should receive an answer from his general
regarding both your jurisdiction in the country, and



